The Adventure of the Speckled Band – Short Summary
One day a frightened young woman named Helen Stoner visits the famous detective Sherlock Holmes at his apartment at 221B Baker Street in London.
She tells Holmes that two years earlier her sister died under mysterious circumstances. Just before dying, her sister cried out the strange words:
“The speckled band!”
Now Helen has been forced to sleep in the same bedroom where her sister died, and she has started hearing a strange whistle at night.
Holmes and his friend Dr. Watson travel to her house to investigate the mystery.

Important Clues Holmes Notices

Holmes carefully examines the room and notices several strange details:

• A bell rope that does not actually ring a bell
• A ventilator that connects to another room instead of outside
• A bed that is fixed to the floor and cannot move
• A bowl of milk in the stepfather’s room

Most people would ignore these details, but Holmes realizes they must be important.

How Holmes Solves the Mystery
Holmes stays in the dark room at night to observe what happens.
Suddenly he sees something moving down the rope:
a poisonous snake.

The girl's stepfather had trained the snake to crawl through the ventilator and down the rope to attack the girl while she slept.

Holmes scares the snake away, and it returns to the stepfather and kills him instead.
The mysterious words “speckled band” were the dying girl's description of the spotted snake.

The Lesson from Sherlock Holmes
Holmes explains that the key to solving the mystery was careful observation.
He noticed small details that other people ignored.

Holmes believed:
“You see, but you do not observe.”
This means that detectives must look carefully and think logically about what they see.
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